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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is a 
typographical error on line 9; it appears that filtrations should read filtration. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 and 103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Glos II US 3 369 668. 

Claim 1 , Glos teaches a filter sector (12) comprising: a first filtration wall (28) of 
a substantially rigid net, and a second filtration wall (28) of a substantially rigid net 
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opposite the first filtration wall, a filtrate chamber (18c) being formed between the first 
and second filtration walls, wherein the filtration walls are profiled to form a multiplicity of 
cavities and humps and that each cavity and hump respectively includes a multiplicity of 
meshes of the net (fig. 4-7). 

Claims 2-7, 1 1 and 1 2, Glos further teaches the cavities and humps respectively 
are oriented in rows with the rows of cavities alternating with the rows of humps (fig. 4- 
7); the cavities and humps are formed by weaving the net (fig. 7); the cavities and 
humps are formed by pressing (col. 3, lines 59-65); each cavity and hump is defined by 
four straight sides (fig. 7); each straight side of a cavity is common to one of the four 
straight sides of an adjacent hump (fig. 7); and the first and second filtration walls of the 
new take the shape of a bag (fig. 4, 5). 

3. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Glos '668 in view of Oliver et al. US 2 964 194 and Jackson US 3 948 779. 

Claim 8, Glos further teaches first and second support walls (34, 36) made 
of a planar perforated material that is coarser that the net of the filtration walls, wherein 
the first and second support walls support the first and second filtration walls 
respectively (fig. 4, 5). Glos does not teach what material the support wall is made of. 
Oliver and Jackson both teach a support wall made of metal net (Jackson, col. 2, line 61 
- col. 3, line 1 1 ; Oliver, col. 1 , lines 22-25). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use metal for the support 
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material because the material allows the support to be self supporting, support the filter 
material and allow passage of filtrate therethrough (Jackson, col. 3, lines 1-11). Also, 
use of a metal support is very well known in the art and would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art because the particular technique is recognized as part of the 
ordinary capabilities of one skill in the art, KSR International Co. v. Teleflex Inc., 82 
USPQ2d 1385 (2007). 

Claim 9, Glos further teaches the support walls are joined to each other at the 
radial sides of the filter sector, whereby the filtration walls and support walls form a bag 
like filter unit (fig. 4, 5). 

4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glos 
'668 in view of Mohlin et al. US 6 231 761 and Vore US 3 331 512. 

Glos teaches the filter sector of claim 1 but does not teach the net comprises a 
metal net. Mohlin and Vore both teach the use of a filtration wall comprising a metal net 
(Mohlin, col. 1 , lines 48-59; Vore, col. 1 , lines 43-45). The use of metal net for a 
filtration wall is very well known in the prior art as demonstrated by Mohlin and Vore. 
Therefore using a metal net would have been obvious because the particular known 
technique was recognized as part of the ordinary capabilities of one skill in the art, KSR 
International Co. v. Teleflex Inc., 82 USPQ2d 1385 (2007). 



Conclusion 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BENJAMIN KURTZ whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-821 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
8:00am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Sample can be reached on 571-272-1376. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Benjamin Kurtz 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1797 

/Benjamin Kurtz/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1797 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



